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sunk; but the German commander declined to be drawn into
a conflict with the main British battle fleet, which was rushing
to the scene of action at full speed, and sought the protection
of his minefields under cover of mist and darkness. Admiral
Jellicoe dared not risk the destruction of his capital ships by
mines and submarines, and turned back to his base at Scapa.
The Germans had inflicted more damage than they received;
but their High Seas Fleet did not venture out of port again
for the rest of the war.
At home in England, air raids by Zeppelins did a good deal
of damage without any appreciable approach to their main
object of terrorising the civilian population ; and the destruc-
tion of several of these airships in the course of September did
much to discourage this form of attack. A more serious diffi-
culty was the rebellion which broke out in Ireland. The
republican party there, now known as Sinn Fein (c< ourselves
alone"), took advantage of the Government's preoccupation
with the war, and they had to be kept in check by a garrison
which drew off troops urgently required in France.
The chief political event of the year was the replacement of
Asquith by Lloyd George as head of the Coalition Ministry—
the result of a feeling that the Government had not carried on
the war with sufficient concentration of energy.
§ 335. 1917 : submarines—america—jerusalem.—At the
beginning of 1917 the German Government began an intensive
effort to starve Britain by means of submarine blockade. They
announced that they would sink all vessels, of whatever nation-
ality, proceeding to or from a British port. It was almost
certain that this would bring the United States in against them,
but they calculated that they would have won the war long
before American forces would be ready to fight. For a time
it seemed as if they might win this race against time, for they
sank so many ships that the British nation had to be put upon
rations. But great efforts were made to increase the production
of foodstuffs and shipping, and various ingenious plans were

